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THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1T76. 
BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES OP ITS MEMBERS. 

BY WM. H. EGLE, M.D. 

(Continued from page 98.) 

Perry, James, of "Westmoreland County, located at an 
early period on the Monongahela River, at the mouth of 
Turtle Creek, just above what is known as Frazer's Cabin, 
where he took up a large tract of land. He was a member 
of the Provincial Conference held at Carpenters' Hall June 
28, 1776, and of the Convention of July 15th following. 
From March 21, 1777, to the close of the Revolution, he 
served as one of the sub-lieutenants of Westmoreland County. 
Of his subsequent history all inquiries have failed to elicit 
any information, save that he removed either to Kentucky or 
Missouri at a very early day. 

Porter, Thomas, of Lancaster County, was a native thereof, 
born about 1740, residing in Drumore Township. He was 
elected a representative to the Provincial Assembly in 1775, 
and served as a member of the Convention of July 15, 1776. 
He commanded a Battalion of Associators during that and 
the following years, and was in active service during the 
campaigns in the Jerseys and in and around Philadelphia. 
Owing to ill-health he resigned towards the close of the 
Revolution. He died at his residence in Drumore Township, 
Lancaster Co., in 1795, aged fifty-five years. His daughter 
Janet married John Smilie, who, with Albert Gallatin, repre- 
sented for many years the western part of Pennsylvania in 
the United States Congress. 

Potter, James, of Northumberland County, was a native 
of Tyrone, Ireland, born in 1729. His father John Potter 
came to America in 1741 and settled in Cumberland County, 
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where, on the organization of that county, he became its 
first sheriff. James Potter in 1754 was lieutenant of a com- 
pany formed for the defence of the frontiers, and the follow- 
ing year served as captain under Colonel Armstrong at the 
destruction of Kittanning. In the subsequent campaigns 
against the French and Indians he became a major and 
lieutenant-colonel. About 1770 he settled in Penn's Valley, 
now Centre County. When the inhabitants of Northumber- 
land County began to arm for their defence against English 
oppression, Mr. Potter was chosen colonel of the Battalion of 
Associators. He represented the county in the Convention 
of July 15, 1776, although in active service in the field most 
of the summer and fall of that memorable year. On the 5th 
of April, 1777, he was appointed the third brigadier-general 
of the Pennsylvania militia. During the campaign of that 
year his services were of such a distinguished character that 
Gen. "Washington, in the spring of 1778, requested Gen. Potter 
be returned to the army. In 1781 he was elected a member 
of the Supreme Executive Council, and the same year chosen 
vice-president of Pennsylvania. In 1782 he was commissioned 
a major-general. In 1784 he was a member of the Council 
of Censors, and April 18, 1785, appointed one of the deputy 
surveyors for Northumberland. Subsequently he was one of 
the justices for the Courts of Common Pleas of the county. 
In the autumn of 1789, while on a visit to his daughter, Mrs. 
Poe, in Franklin County, whither he had gone to consult Dr. 
Robert Johnston in regard to a serious disease, he suddenly be- 
came worse, and died in November of that year. His remains, 
interred in the graveyard at Brown's Mills, near Greencastle, 
are unmarked. Gen. Potter left several children, of whom 
see Pennsylvania Magazine, vol. i. p. 349. 

Potts, Thomas, of Philadelphia County, was the eldest son 
of John Potts and Ruth Savage, born at Colebrookdale, May 
29, 1735. He early became interested in the iron business, 
and established himself in Philadelphia, in connection with 
his uncle Thomas Yorke. In 1775 he was elected to the 
Assembly from Philadelphia County. In February following 
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he was appointed by Congress one of the three captains of a 
regiment of Continental riflemen. He subsequently was in 
command of a Battalion of Associators. He was a member 
of the Convention of July 15, 1776, but, owing to his batta- 
lion being on duty in the Jerseys, he was not present at the 
close of the labors of that distinguished body. He served 
as a member of the Assembly during the session of 1776-7, 
and in the campaign around Philadelphia during the latter 
year was again in service. On the restoration of peace, Col. 
Potts resumed the iron business, and became one of the 
pioneers in the discovery of coal in Pennsylvania. In 1783 
and 1784 he was returned to the Assembly from Chester 
County, and died while attending its sessions at Philadelphia 
on the 22d of March, 1785. 

Powell, Joseph, of Bedford County, the son of Joseph 
Powell, a Moravian clergyman, was born in Bethlehem Town- 
ship, Northampton County, Pennsylvania, about 1750. He 
was educated for the ministry, and was located in Bedford 
County at the outset of the Revolution. He served as chap- 
lain to the Bedford County Battalion of Associators in 1776 ; 
was a member of the Convention of the 15th of July that 
year; member of the General Assembly in 1779 and 1780; 
and member of the Constitutional Convention of 1789-90. 
He died in November, 1804, in Southampton Township, Bed- 
ford County. His wife Sarah was residing on the homestead 
in April, 1815. 

Ralston, John, of Northampton County, the second son 
of James and Mary Ralston, was born in Allen Township, 
Northampton County, Pennsylvania, in 1735. His parents, 
natives of Ireland, were among the earliest settlers in the 
so-called "Irish Settlement," and his father a prominent man 
in church and local affairs. John received a thorough Eng- 
lish education, and engaged in farming and in mercantile 
pursuits. He was a member of the Convention of July 15, 
1776, and from 1776 to 1779 served in the General Assembly. 
He was commissioned paymaster of the Northampton County 
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militia February 16, 1781, and on the 3d of March following 
appointed one of the Auditors of Depreciation Accounts. 
Until the close of the war Major Ralston was an active par- 
ticipant. He died on his farm 5th of February, 1795, leaving 
a large family. His wife was Christiana, daughter of James 
King, of the "Irish Settlement," born in 1745, died 2d De- 
cember, 1826. His sister Jane married the Rev. John Ros- 
brough, who was so brutally murdered by the Hessians on 
the 2d of January, 1777, near Trenton, ~R. J. 

Rankin, "William, of Tork County, of Quaker parentage, 
was a native of England, his parents coming to this country 
when the subject of this sketch was very young. Prior to 
the Revolution we find him a justice of the peace of the 
Province, and located near the Susquehanna, in Fishing 
Creek Valley, York County. Although a member of the 
Warrington Monthly Meeting, he became at the outset of 
the Revolution an ardent Whig, and was chosen Colonel of 
one of the York County Battalions of Associators. He was 
a member of the Provincial Conference of June 18, 1776, and 
of the Convention of 15th of July following. By the latter 
body he was continued a justice of the peace. The cause of 
Colonel Rankin's defection has never been divulged, but 
during the year 1780 he was detected in holding a traitor- 
ous correspondence with the enemy, and in March, 1781, he 
was arrested and thrown into prison. He escaped, however, 
from the York jail, when President Reed issued a proclama- 
tion offering a reward for his apprehension. "With his 
brothers, John and James, who had also turned traitors to 
the Colonies, he went to England, but whether he died in 
exile, we have not been able to ascertain. His property was 
partly confiscated, as also that of his brothers who had large 
landed estates in York County, although, through the inter- 
vention of influential friends, a portion was saved to their 
descendants who remained in this country. These Tories 
were all compensated for their losses by the British Govern- 
ment. Col. ¥m. Rankin was the only member of the First 
Constitutional Convention of the State, and the sole com- 
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manding officer of the fifty-two battalions of the Associators 
of 1776, who became a traitor. 

Rhoads, Henry, of Bedford County, was a native of 
Amity Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania, of German 
parentage and education, born about 1740. He settled in 
Bedford County prior to 1770, and took up a large tract of 
land, oa which he resided until the close of his life. He was 
a member of the Convention of July 15, 1776 ; and on the 
27th of February, 1778, appointed a justice of the peace. 
He died the latter part of March, 1794. 

Rhoads, Peter, of Northampton County, the son of Peter 
Rhoads or Roth a Lutheran minister, was a native of Ger- 
many ; born about 1730. He came to America with his 
parents in early life, and at the outset of the Revolution we 
find him engaged in merchandising in Allentown, where he 
appears to have been quite prominent. He was a member of 
the Convention of July 15, 1776, and member of Assembly 
from 1777 to 1780 ; member of the Committee of Safety 
July 24, 1776 ; judge of the Court of Common Pleas in 1 777 ; 
justice of the peace, December 4, 1783 ; was a member of the 
Convention of 1789-90 ; and under that constitution com- 
missioned an associate judge, August 17, 1791. On the 22d 
of October, 1787, he was chairman of the meeting at Bethle- 
hem, approving of the Federal Constitution, and condemning 
the acts of the members of the Pennsylvania Assembly who 
had withdrawn from that body. Judge Rhoads was a gen- 
tleman of firm convictions, upright and conscientious, and 
wielded a great influence in the town and county. He died 
at his residence, at Allentown, in 1801, aged upwards of 
seventy years. 

Rittenhouse, David, of the city of Philadelphia, was the 
son of Matthias Rittenhouse an emigrant from Holland, who 
settled on the Wissabickon. He was born near German- 
town, April 8, 1732, and brought up on his father's farm, 
for which his mechanical genius, which manifested itself at 
an early period, completely unfitted him. In his eighteenth 
Vol. iv.— 16 



230 The Constitutional Convention of 1776. 

year he built a workshop by the side of the public road and 
set up the business of a clock and mathematical instrument 
maker. At twenty-three he planned and made an orrery, 
by which he represented the revolution of the heavenly 
bodies more completely than had ever been done before. 
This piece of mechanism was purchased by the College of 
New Jersey, and he made another for the College of Phila- 
delphia. On the 3d of June, 1769, he was one of the com- 
mittee of the American Philosophical Society to observe 
the transit of Venus, and on the 9th of November the 
transit of Mercury. His reports of these events gave him a 
great reputation. During the same year he was employed 
in settling the boundaries between New York and New 
Jersey, afterwards between Pennsylvania and Virginia, 
Pennsylvania and New York, and the latter State and 
Massachusetts. He was a member of the Convention of July 
15, 1776 ; member of the Pennsylvania Board of War, March 
14, 1777 ; and treasurer of the State from 1777 to 1789. In 
1792 he was appointed director of the Mint of the United 
States, in which he continued until 1795, when he resigned 
on account of ill-health. He was elected a member of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences at Boston in 1782, 
and of the Royal Society of London in 1795. In 1791 he suc- 
ceeded Dr. Franklin as president of the American Philosophi- 
cal Society, which office he held at his death. Mr. Rittenhouse 
died in Philadelphia, June 27, 1796, and his remains lie in the 
graveyard attached to the Pine Street Presbyterian church 
in that city. So celebrated had he become .as a mechanician 
and astronomer, that his death was one greatly lamented in 
both hemispheres. 

Ross, George, of Lancaster County, the son of Rev. George 
Ross, an Episcopal clergyman, was born at New Castle, Dela- 
ware, on the 10th of May, 1730. He received a classical educa- 
tion, began the study of law with an elder brother in Philadel- 
phia, was admitted to the bar in April, 1751, and established 
himself at Lancaster the same year. From 1768 to 1775 he 
served as a member of the Provincial Assembly, save the year 
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1772, when he failed to be returned. Espousing the catise of 
the Colonies, Mr. Eoss became active as a leader. He presided 
at the general meeting at Lancaster, July 9, 1774, called in aid 
of the beleaguered city of Boston, and was chosen to the Con- 
tention of Provincial Deputies of July 15, 1774. He was 
selected a representative to the First General Congress, which 
met at Carpenters' Hall, Philadelphia, in Sept. 1774, and at 
the same time was appointed to report to the Assembly in- 
structions for himself and his associates. In the spring of 
1775 he raised a company of Associators, and the following 
year was president of the Military Convention which met at 
Lancaster, July 4, 1776, to choose brigadier-generals for the 
Associated Battalions. In 1775 he drew up the reply to 
Gov. John Penn's message deprecating any action on the 
part of the Province ; and subsequently prepared the report 
on the measures necessary to put the Province and the city 
of Philadelphia in a state of defense. He was elected a 
member of the Convention of July 15, 1776, of which body 
he was vice-president, and chosen by it to the Continental 
Congress, and thus became a signer of the Declaration of 
Independence. In the Convention Mr. Eoss prepared the 
Declaration of Eights, which dissolved the Proprietary Gov- 
ernment and created the Commonwealth. For his defense 
of the cause of the Colonies, his fellow-citizens of Lancaster 
voted him a piece of plate worth £150, but he declined the 
present. He was one of the commissioners to the Indian 
Treaty at Pittsburg, in 1776, which successfully pacified the 
savages in the Northwest, and kept them neutral for a time 
during the Eevolutionary conflict. Col. Eoss was appointed 
a judge of the Court of Admiralty, March 1, 1779. He died 
suddenly, at Philadelphia, on the 16th of July the same year, 
and is buried in Christ Church graveyard. His son,Gfeorge,Jr., 
Was an ardent patriot of the Eevolution ; was the last vice- 
president Of the State under the Constitution of 1776 ; and 
for eighteen years held the office of Eegister and Eecorder 
for Lancaster County. He was known among the citizens as 
"der Waisenvater." 
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Schlosser, George, of the city of Philadelphia, son of the 
Rev. George Schlosser and Sophia Joannetta Ellwesten, was 
born at St. Arnnal, Saarbruck, Nassau, Germany, in 1714. 
He came to America with his parents in 1751, landing at 
New York, but in the same year located in Philadelphia, 
where he became a successful merchant. He was a deputy 
to the Provincial Convention of July 15, 1774, and to that 
of January 23, 1775 ; member of the Provincial Conference 
which met at Carpenters' Hall, June 18, 1775 ; and of the 
Convention of July 15, 1776. He was one of the Com- 
mittee of Observation for the city of Philadelphia, August 
16, 1775, and while in the performance of his duties as a 
committee man became involved in a legal dispute with Isaac 
Hunt, the father of the celebrated Leigh Hunt. Hunt drew 
on himself the indignation of the citizens of Philadelphia, was 
mobbed and imprisoned, but subsequently made his escape 
and fled from the city. In 1778 Mr. Schlosser advanced 
the State £2000, at the solicitation of the Supreme Executive 
Council, "the wants of the army being very great." During 
the yellow fever epidemic of 1793, he, with Stephen Girard 
and Peter Helm, were volunteer workers in the hospital. 
Mr. Schlosser died at Philadelphia in February, 1802, in the 
eighty-eighth year of his age. He was a true patriot of the 
Revolution, and belonged to that small band of heroes who, 
by their wealth, aided greatly the cause of Independence. 
Apart from his business activity and enterprise, Mr. Schlosser 
was benevolent and philanthropic. 

Sherer, Joseph, of Lancaster County, the son of Samuel 
Sherer, was a native of the north of Ireland, born in 1731. 
His parents came to America in 1734, locating in Paxtang 
Township, Lancaster, now Dauphin County, Pennsylvania. 
He was the recipient of an ordinary English education, and 
brought up as a farmer. During the French and Indian war 
he served as a non-commissioned officer, doing duty on the 
then frontiers. At the commencement of the Revolution he 
commanded a company in Col. Burd's Battalion of Associa- 
tors, whose farms adjoined at Tinian, now Highspire. Capt. 
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Sherer was a member of the Lancaster County Committee, 
and a member of the Convention of July 15, 1776. While 
in attendance on this body he took ill, returned home, and 
died on the 1st or 2d of December following. His remains 
were interred in the burying-ground of Paxtang Church, of 
which he was a member. He left a wife, Mary, and eight 
children. Capt. Sherer was a man of influence on the fron- 
tiers prior to the Revolution — brave, energetic, and spirited. 

Shoemaker, Chaeles, of Berks County, was born at Ger- 
mantown, Pennsylvania, about 1745. His ancestors came to 
America with Pastorius. He located in "Windsor Township, 
Berks County, at an early date. He was a member of the 
Provincial Conference of June 18, 1776, and of the Con- 
vention of 15th of July following; justice of the peace July 
25, 1777; appointed by the Assembly, December 16, 1777, 
to take subscriptions for the Continental Loan; and was 
one of the commissioners which met at New Haven, Con- 
necticut, November 22, 1777, to regulate the price of com- 
modities in the Colonies. On the 9th of October, 1784, he 
was commissioned a judge of the Court of Common Pleas, 
under the Constitution of 1776. He served as a member of 
the House of Representatives from 1791 to 1802, and again 
in 1812-13; subsequently State Senator, 1813-16. Mr. Shoe- 
maker died at his residence in Windsor Township, in April 
1820, aged about seventy-five years. For almost half a cen- 
tury he was a gentleman of great prominence and influence 
in Berks County — reliable, upright, and conscientious. 
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